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Harvestmen, Opilionids; diet consists mainly of decomposing
plant. and animal matter; legs autotomous (intentionally

devachable), and non-regrowable; difficult to distinguish genders

and species; all belong to the order Opiliones that includes five
suborders (one of which is extinct), 54 families, and over 5000
species!

Mojave presence: native
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Valley of Fire SP; Nevda Valley of Fire SP; Nevda

Comments:

Though often called "spiders," opilionids are not closely related to true spiders. The most easily discernable
difference is that spiders have two distinct body parts (cephalothorax and abdomen), while daddy longlegs have both
those body parts appear fused into a single segment. Additionally, spiders have 6 or 8 eyes, while most harvestmen
have only 2 (some lack eyes entirely); spiders have fangs and produce venom, which harvestmen lack; and spiders

produce silk. Most harvestmen live for only about a year.

)



